
Next Meeting: Saturday 15th at 10am 

The Laubinôs Home 

19725 Freshwater Drive. Cottonwood 96022 
 

From Redding 

Take I-5 S. 

Exit #662 Bowman Rd. 

Turn left on Bowman Rd. 

Bear left on Main St. 

Make a sharp right onto Lake Cali-

fornia Dr. go 4.2 mi. 

Turn Left on Chimney Rock Dr. 

.3mi 

Right on Sweet Briar Pl. .7mi 

Left on River View Dr. .4 mi 

Left on Freshwater Dr. .4 mi 

Arrive at 19725 Freshwater Dr. on Left side 
 

 

 

  

From Red Bluff 

Take I-5 N. 

Exit #662 Bowman Rd/Cottonwood, Stay to the right to the stop sign. 

Take a Sharp right on Lake California Dr.  4.2 mi 

Turn Left on Chimney Rock Dr. .3mi 

Right on Sweet Briar Pl. .7mi 

Left on River View Dr. .4 mi 

Left on Freshwater Dr. .4 mi 

Arrive at 19725 Freshwater Dr. on Left side 

 

***Please bring Lawn Chairs***  
 
 

Donôt Forget the Magazine swaps. 
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A Koi Story      by Renee Ottsman 

P A G E  2   

                   This is the story of Kahuna, a 2007 Kohaku Nishikigoi.  In every issue of KOI Nations and KOI USA 
magazines there are full-page ads showing the champion fish and farm of Kodama Koi Farm on Oahu, Ha-
waii.   As a former resident of Oahu, I couldn't resist visiting their webpage.  Well, having gone that far, I regis-
tered on their site and logged onto their auction pages to look at the beautiful koi for sale.  Most fascinating and 
addictive for me was the, and is, the auction process.  This is really the fun part!  Each bidder can low ball a price 
but also secretly set a "highest bid" amount which will automatically override an incoming competive bid;  the rea-
son I didn't succeed on several items.  My education came quickly after reading the instructions (oh yeah, never 
too late for that) but I wasn't dissapointed at losing;  I was more afraid of winning!!  What happens then?         

I started out looking for a Kohaku or a Shiro Utsuri, but the Showa and Sanke were hard to ignore.  The auction 
lasts each week for up to five days, so I selected four or five fish to my "watch" list and was finally able to success-
fully bid on a brilliant 12-inch male Kohaku.  The Shiro Utsuri was awesome but he went way out of my budget 
almost immediately. After winning the Kohaku, I couldn't wait to hear from someone at Kodama Koi Farm.  Up 
to this point I had not given them any information for payment, so having won the bid, I was anxious to learn 
more.  I copied my fish's picture and stats and put them in my photo album.  In no time, Ashley from Kodama 
called to set up how and where to ship the little guy and to get my credit card info.  Turns out they ship via Hawai-
ian Air and you can pick up your fish at the airport.  However, Hawaiian Air doesn't come anywhere near Red-
ding.  Poor Ashley thought Redding might be somewhere near San Diego, so was surpirsed to hear we are up here 
near the Oregon border.  No one really appreciates where "northern California" is located.        

Hawaiian Air does fly into Sacramento airport, but the round trip from Redding in my Yukon would cost as much 
as Fed Ex and would take longer.  So, my Kohaku came to me overnight!!  Very good idea, delivery right to my 
front door.  Trying to explain all of this "fish business" to my friends who were visiting at the time was confusing 
for them.  They are not bitten by Koi fever, so purchasing a fish from Hawaii seems a little (no, a lot) biz-
zare.  Thank goodness my husband is sympathetic to my addiction. When the delivery day came, I had prepared a 
100-gallon quarantine tank with 3% salt as instructed by Kodama.  I took pictures of the Fed Ex man as he passed 
the newly named Kuhana off to my husband.  We went directly to the back patio to the holding tank to open the 
magic box. Kuhana was triple bagged with 100% oxygen and a frozen gel-pack along side to keep him cool.  He 
was very anxious to get out of that bag when we floated him in the tank.  We gave him about 45 minutes to ac-
quire a close temperature and then let him out.  What a great moment!!  We let him acclimate and settle down 
from his trip.  We were instructed to allow him time to relax and de-stress for 14 to 21 days.  He had been in quar-
antine at Kodama for three weeks and had a clean bill-of-health for KHV from the State Agriculture Board.  I felt 
very comfortable about introducing him into my pond when the time came.  He is now swimming with his new 
friends and enjoying his new home.  He is a beautiful addition to my pond.          

I took a chance doing this and had a wonderful experience.  Saying that, I would not hesitate to purchase other 
fish through Kodama's auction, but having done it once, I'm hoping I can continue to find extraordinary fish lo-
cally!!!  I also have several tosai from last May's spawn and want to keep two or three to grow out into nisai or 
sansi if they are as good as I hope. I was given some good advise recently:  Once you have the most compatible 
number of fish for the volume of water in the pond, the decision to add a fish means:  One fish in/one fish 
out.  Kahuna is fish number ten in my pond of 4000 gallons.  My tosai will have to grow considerably before 
choosing who stays and I will have to be very discriminating when the time comes.  I'm also planning to go to the 
Camellia Koi Club's 10th annual show on September 12-13 at the Placer County Fairgrounds in Roseville.  It will 
be very difficult NOT to buy a fish there, I'm sure.   

Wish me luck!    

Krazy for Koi, R. Ottsman 

 



 

  
 


