
No Meeting Due to the Pond Tour 
 

This year the tour will be held June 20, 2009  

from 8:00 AM until 4:00 PM and  

will feature ponds in the Redding area.  
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Hello fellow ponders!  Iõm going to miss see your faces this month.  Remember there is NO meeting this month due to the 

Pond Tour. 

 

The May meeting was held at the Grantõs Pond.  

It was a very beautiful setting.  Most of the yard was the pondéwhich made it center stage.  The water was clear, the 

plants were flourishing and the fish were happy and healthy.  I put on a demo on how to plant both marginal/bog plants 

and water lilies.  How to divide them also, so you can have many more plants or share with your friends (and other mem-

bers).  I gave two plants to the Grantõs as a thank you for hosting a meeting. 

 

The pond exchange was the best I have ever seen.  I cannot thank those of you 

who brought plants enough.  I had a great time adding the plants to my lily 

ponds.  We had several varieties to choose from.   We had irises coming out of 

our ears.  So thanks again for bringing in your extras, it was great fun. 

Loretta from Haanõs Water Gardens had a new product to share with the club 

(sorry forgot the name) that was suppose to clear up any pond.  She gave out sam-

ples and I will be waiting to see if it helped anyone.  I personally have some weird 

water going on, but may have found the reason.  While I was gone on vacation, 

my filter backed up and my house sitting didnõt find it until it was half drained.  

Not knowing any better, he tried to figure out a solution on his own.  New water 

plus all filter media completely sprayed of all good bacteriaéequals a mess a 

week later.  Plus I have breeding going on and they are òmucking upó the water (see below). 

I also introduced Renee Ottsman as our new Vice President and thanked her very much for taking over.  And thanked 

Marilyn for hanging in there for us. 

Eda filled us in on the Pond Tour and handed out tickets for members to sell.  We could also purchase our own tick-

etsé.which if you havenõt yeté.get out there and get um.  A pond tour is the best way to spend a Saturday.  And if we 

have club members go on the tour, people will probably have questions that need answering and we can help then out.  

My family is personally excited.  We missed not having one last year. 

 

Holy cow, do I have a story to tell.   I think of myself as a beginner in the land of koi.  So keeping that in mind, he is my 

story of the last 24 hours.  I was outside doing my watering and kept hearing water splashing.  I decided that I better check 

it out because it sounded like someone was trying to jump out.  As I looked over the edge of the pond, I saw Star (my larg-

est female) being rammed over and over!  I freaked out (sorry wasnõt thinking straight).  I called her to me (I slap the water 

and they know to come) and once she reached me, I tried to keep the two other large fish away from her.  I thought 

maybe she was dying and they were trying to finish her off.  I supported her body under water and checked her over thor-

oughly to see what I could seeé..nothing.  Since I was now fighting off four other fish, I was trying to think of how I 

could save her from the rammingé.and it hit meééthey are frickin breeding!!!  I had never seen it before.   

 



(female is close to blue hose-maleõs on her side) 

I immediately let go of her and the breeding begin.  I was mesmerized by 

the violence of the whole thing.  I still wanted to save her, but I didnõt.  

Before I knew it, two hours had passed and I decided to try to photograph 

the event.  Well I have murky brown water right now and trying to see 

them with a camera was near impossible.   

I did however get to see some things that surprised me.  Star is about 26ó, 

and two of the fish trying to ram her were only about 15óé.they looked 

silly.   But that wasnõt the surprise.  Three of the fish that have girls 

namesé.are males.  òArieló looked funny now that I knew she was really 

a he!  I thought that maybe I better write down the names of the males for 

future reference.  So I'm not sure if I should change Ariel, Raven and 

Blaze to male names or leave it alone and ignore their genes.  Ok, now this is the best part.   I got to watch the eggs come out.  

They were ramming her in a corner that I put some brushes and I was able to sit down and get with- in two feet of the action.  

It was great.  They would push her all around the pond and once they got close to the brushes, they would push extra hard 

and she would turn on her side (slit toward brushes) and then she would push off the side very quickly and eggs would come 

shooting out the slit.  It as an explosion of eggs churning in the water.  They were everywhere!  It was amazing though be-

cause those that came in contact with the brushes would stick to the bristles.   And the much smaller koi would have a feast of 

free floating eggs.  The mom in me wanted to scoop up every last egg and save ité..no way in heck that was going to be possi-

ble.  I did catch some and put it on leaf to show everyone what the eggs look like in case you havenõt seen them before. 

  

   

 I will be checking the internet on what to do with the eggs now, as Iõm sure 

if left in the big pond, they will all be fish food. 

 

 

 

I went out this morning to check on her and she is tired.  Her fins have vis-

ual blood veins or redness which means she is stressed and so does my long finned yellow maleéso they must have had a long 

night!    Will let you know how I proceed with this new adventure in koi care.  If anyone has a breeding story or pics to 

shareéplease send them in to Jill or myself.   

 

Have fun at the Pond Tour and I will see you in July! 

Koi you later, 

Cherie Kain  

Here a few cool things I found on the internet to share. (Next Page) 

 

 

 

 



 

Weird- an egg with eyes! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be careful what you wish foré..can you imagine? Has to be thousands. 

 

 

 


