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Welcome  March 2009

Next Meeting: Saturday 21st 10 AM

Home of Joe & Diane Franzoia

21793 Los Altos Dr., Palo Cedro, CA

Directions: From Redding
Hwy 44 East
Exit Deshutes Rd-turn south
then turn right on Los Altos Dr.
2nd to last house on the left side
OR
From Red Bluff:

Take Anderson Outlet exit #667
turn right onto Factory Outlet Dr.
continue on Deshutes Rd.
turn left on Los Altos Dr.
2nd to last house on the left

palm trees/ red gate
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The Presi dent 0s

Hell o again! 1tdés your friendly neighbor hoooct
koi ki sses. Can you feel it I can feel i1 ééc¢
soon. I actually saw Walter (our large Chagoi) swimming around the top today. Well I should
clarify, Isaw his lips from my kitchen window and went running out there and he had already

headed back down the bottom again! ltdos 1i ke ¢
you see it again soon to prove youdve seen | t.
my fisheé.problem is that | think he is right!

blooming and my pond full of life again. Spring cant get here fast enough for this Koi lover.

Our meeting last month at Wyntour Gardens was packed!!! I love to see lots of faces staring back

at me while |1 dm attempting to |l ook intelligeéent
were happy to hear a bit about their ponds. We even had a new member sign up for a meeting so

we will be able to see their pond this year. We went over the different filter types and filter me-

dia, and various members gave us their input on the filters or filter media that they use.

| have put in an article on Spring cleaning I
| uck! How about sending a quick article onj;ho\
ter!!! The club members are always more than welcome to send in an article or story to be in-

cluded I n the next mont hds newsl etter.

This month we wil/| be at the Franzoia Pond (no
will be discussing the Nitrogen Cycle. The good, the bad and the ugly! I hope to see all of you

t her e. And i f | see a UFOé. .| wil!l l et you'" knc
Koi You Later,

Cherie

P.S. Champion emailed the club and they just got in their first shipment for 2009 and you can
view the available fish on their site.

www.champkoi.com



http://www.champkoi.com

Spring Cleaning

Some of you may be thinking of an early spring cleaning for your pond, so here a few tips to keep in mind. Early

spring, is the best time to clean out the pond before your pond wakes up from its winter slumber. You should actu-

ally try to do this sort of cleaning before the water temp reaches 55 degrees. When your water is cooler, your
beneficial bacteri a-elawdndtshhadcheanseh arcse ftoo ntdis sea
slated so to speak.

Spring cleanouts should be done start to finish within the same day. Make sure you have all of your supplies be-
fore you get started.

Drain your pond down to around 6 inches, unplug the electrical and net your fish. It is a lot easier to catch
fish in 6 inches of water than a full pond. It is also less stressful on your fish. Place your fish in a proper
size container with pond water already in it. Make sure to cover the container to keep fish from jumping

out.

Once all of your fish and other wildlife have been moved, you can begin spraying off all of the rocks and walls.
Dond6ét try to scrub all of the algae off. Some al
can either |l eave on your bottom pump to help clea
drain out the remaining mucky water until none is left. A shop vac proves helpful to get the last little bits if
you dondt have gravel on the bottom of your pond.

Clean out the skimmer box by sucking out all of the water and hosing it down. Now it is time to rinse out the
bio-filter and all of its mats and media bags. Just simply rinse them out with a hose until the water coming
off runs clear. Make sure to clean out your submersible pumps they can really fill up with muck.

Now that everything has been rinsed clean. You can now begin filling your pond back up again. If you are on
city water, itds very important that you add a de
death to your fish. Also, well water has barely any oxygen in it, so make sure your oxygen levels are safe.
Once your pond is about half full you can begin to add your fish back into their home. Dip your bucket
into the holding tank and add a few inches of water (enough to cover the fish) and your fish. Float the
bucket in the clean pond for around 15 minutes and then begin to periodically splash the clean pond water
into the bucket with your fish. Once the bucket water is the same temperature as the pond, you can add
your fish into the pond.

Tips:

‘When moving your fish- it is a good to check them out and make sure they are doing fine.

If you have an overload of mosquito fish or other wildlife now is the time to thin them out.

Check all hoses! A small pin sized hole can turn into a disaster fast.

Check your liner for any slits or holes.

Make sure your edging is still secure and safe for your visitors.

If you keep records on your fish you might want to get their new lengths.

Now is the time to write down the fish your thinking of selling at the Shasta Koi Club Auction in October.

If you have underwater lighting- check the bulbs and wiring.

Think ahead to any pond plants you will be adding in Spring- do you need to maybe add a few rocks to give
height to a water lily that is just starting out?

Once it is cleanéeéééééeé.take a picture and send it
beauty of your pond.



PAGE 4

Kot of the Month

March Koi of Month

Showa

'‘Showa Sanshoku', or 'showa' is the term applied to a koi that has a black body with red and white markings
This definition is confusing to beginners, since modern showa clearly shows that it also has a white body with red
and black markings, just like a sanke .

The shiro (white) base color of the body must be unblemished, thick, snowy, and even milky. The shiro must
not exhibit any yellowish tint.

The hi (red) markings on the white body must be solid, deep, and evenly -colored throughout the entire body.
The edges of these markings (also known as the 'kiwa' ) must be very defined, or as they say, 'sharp as a ra-

zor.'

The hi color may vary from koi to koi, but it should be of uniform hue within an individual koi. Different koi
exhibit different hues, from a deep persimmon orange to dark, purplish red. This entire range is acceptable,
although judges invariably have their own preferences.

The sumi (black) markings of a Showa must be deep, solid, and shiny lacquer -black. The shape of every sumi
marking must be clearly defined, with its kiwa or edges as sharp as possible. Undeveloped sumi may appear
mottled dark blue or gray instead of solid black. This is not bad for a young koi, since sumi actually develops

as the koi grows older. In fact, spotting a potential champion at a young age involves good anticipation of

how well the sumi will develop in the next few years.

The red and black markings on the white body must be artistically balanced . This means that a certain color
must not be confined to one side or one end of the koi only. A good example of excellent showa pattern is if

the black, red, and white colors are interspersed in a 'checkerboard' pattern.


http://www.koiandponds.com/sanke.htm

Plant of the Month

March Plant of the Month

Water Clover

Beautiful, small (max. 3") leaves that float directly on the surface making this plant

great for surface coverage, even in shady ponds! This plant is actually an aquatic fern
that reproduces via spores. Easy to grow, very adaptive and sure to add a "lucky

charm" to any water garden. This plant can be potted, or the rooted ends tucked into
the rocks of a streambed or water fall and grown as a bog plant

Habit/ Height: Floating -leaf to water
surface

Water depth: 4-12" over the soill
Light:  Full sun to shade

Bloom: Summer

Flower color: N/A

Hardiness: Zones 6 -11

This plant is great for those covered

ponds that want to add some plants to

their ponds. | had this plant two years

ago and it did really
soi |l . |l didndét have
to grow. It maybe took up a 1 ft. sq area

on the water surface,
out.
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Classifieds

Dondt forget to send in your inf
placed in the classifieds section of the newsletter.

During Spring cleaning would be a great time to add the items you
arendt going to use this year

Dondt forget the magazine swapg
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become a Member Today!

Our meetings are a time to socialize in good company about the Koi and Water Garden hot
Short programs about ponds, plants and Koi are a part of every meeting.

We make trips to various shows and pond tours around the state.

We hold our own Pond Tour in the Spring and Koi Auction in the Autumn.

Meetings are every 3rd Saturday of each month at 10am at various members homes.

We hope to see you there!

Newsletter Writings

We are hoping for articles and pictures from you, our members, to be submitted each month. If you each did one orweo a year
would get to know each other better and share our knowledge with one another as well.

Please @amail your articles and/or pictures to the editor Jill Joneglahcingkoi@charter.net

U EE Em Em Em Em Em R R R R M T A A E e EEEEEEE_E_—_—___—_——_——aa.
/

| Want to Join? |

|

| The membership application can be printed and you can mail your dues to: I
|

asta Koi, P.O. Box , Redding, .
| Sh Koi, P.O. Box 493425, Redding, CA 96049 |
|
, Even Better ues can be paid in person at the meeting.

| OR, Even B 2007 D be paid i h i I

: Our Intrepid Treasurer will accept: |

I Checks or Cash (checks payable to: Shasta Koi and Water Garden Club) I

Ll _1
|

: |

4 4 4 I

| Membership Application |
|

| O New Member O Renewal |

|

| O Dues enclosed - $20.00 per household, two adults (Please Do Not Mail Cash) I
I

I Name/s: I

|

| Address: |
|

| E-mail: |

|

| Telephone: I

: Your e-mail address is important to us. |

| We prefer to send our newsletter out as an Adobe Acrobat pdf file. Adobe has a free reader available on their web site.* Remember |

1 Please do not enclose cash if you mail your dues. I

/
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See you at the next

Meeting!




