
Next Meeting:    Saturday 16th   10 AM 

Home of  Rich & Maria Grant  

5874 Old Barn Way, CA 

Directions:    

From I-5 take Churn Creek/Bechelli/So. Bonnyview exit.   

Take S. Bonnyview  

(from the North/turn right ï from the South/turn left) to E. Bonnyview.   

Turn right onto East Bonnyview.  

 Turn right on Barrel Ct.   

Turn left on to Old Barn Way- 2nd house on the left. 

 

Or 

 

From Hwy 273- take S. Bonnyview to East Bonnyview. 

Turn left onto East Bonnyview. 

Turn right onto Barrel Ct. 

Turn left on to Old Barn Way- 2nd house on the left. 

 

PLEASE BRING A LAWN CHAIR!!! 

 

DONôT FORGET YOUR MAGAZINE 

SWAPS! 

 

DONôT FORGET  

THE PLANT EXCHANGE!  

Cherie sharing 10 water lilies! 
 

Cherieõs Cell # if you get lost  

530-736-0763  
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 Welcome fellow ponders!  Life doesnõt get any better than springtime around the garden.  The sun 

is shining.  The birds are chirping.  And the best part is that my koi babies love me because I can start 

feeding them!  I was sitting by the pond the other day and enjoying the slight breeze and basking in the 

sun when to my horror,  I saw not one, but three sick fish!  I just started yelling òDavidó like the house 

was burning down or something.  He came running and was not to happy that I was yelling like that over 

a stupid fishé.boy can you tell whose hobby this is!  After slugging him in the arm and telling him that it 

was serious, we tried to figure out what was wrong with them.   

Now imagine two koi dummies leaning over the pond and trying to get the fish to stay still long enough to 

see the problem.  It was a joke.  We could plainly see that our large Chagoi had this film over his whole 

eye and was bumping into the side.  But the other two each had one white spot on their bodies.  What the 

heck is going on with the pond?  We tried to check each and every koi to make sure nobody else was af-

fected, but it was a loss cause.  Now with panic we both turned to each other and asked òwhat do we doó?  

Of course my typical answer was òcheck the internetó.   

After spending hours looking up the symptoms and possible treatmentsé..I was no closer to answering 

the question òwhat do we doó?  I have said this before, the internet can confuse the heck out of the ordi-

nary ponder.  Each website had a different answer to our problem and a different treatment plan.  So 

thank goodness for the Shasta Koi Club members!!!!  I sent out an embarrassing email ( you know you 

hate to let people know that your koi are sick, what will they think!) asking for help from several mem-

bersééall but one emailed me right backé..how is that for supporté.I love this club!!! 

So the diagnosis was cloud eye (bacterial infection) for the Chagoi.  His whole eye is covered in this 

creamy film.  No one in the club has ever had this problem, so we are kind of starting with one treatment 

and seeing how it goes.   We quickly set up an emergency tank and added the pond water.  We easily 

caught Walter because he canõt see J  and transferred him to the hospital tank.  We then spent an hour 

trying to catch the two little ones!  We have to add one ounce (2 tsp per 50 gallons) of Melafix to the pond 

daily for at least 7-10 days.  We are adding 3 pounds salt daily for the next three days to help with healing 

and treating the white spots on the two little fish.  We have to treat the large pond with salt   (1 pound per 

100 gallons everyday for three days)  and check daily to make sure everyone else is fine.  We have to do 

our routine water changes and feed all the koi medicated food for the next two weeks.  So that is the treat-

ment plan and because no one has had this problem yet, we are going to chart the illness and treatments 

so we can share the info with the club in case this ever happens to anyone else.  So look for update in next 

monthõs newsletter!  

Well just days before this mess happened, I had replanted the lily ponds for this year.  I was able to divide 

my water lilies and be able to keep 12 of them for myself and I transplanted 10 into temporary cups to give 

away at this monthõs meeting.  I of course saved one to divide at the hands on meeting this month!  I can 

tell you that most of my water lilies are in the pink/red range.  So I am excited to be able to share the 

beauty of my lilies with others.  All of them got their first fertilizing and all of them are all lifted so they 

are only about four inches under the water to give them that great jump start on the growing season.  The 

bog plants didnõt fare well over winter, so had to purchase one for the demo this month.  I will be showing 

how to divide, plant and fertilize water lilies and a bog plant.  We are also doing a Plant Exchange this 

month, so bring your over grown plants to divide and share the joy of water gardening with others. 

The April meeting was a gas, and the weather was perfect.  If you missed the meeting then you missed 
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their property out front.  Then as you entered their yard the flowers led you to a back to a sitting area under these 

pretty big trees.  Of course the pond was stunning as usual.  I am always amazed that Tomõs pond is nearly 18 yrs 

old and looks fab! He shared his story of building the pond with his father who was 70 at the time, and his two 

teenage boys.  The pond is built so well that he hasnõt had to clean the bottom in 17 years!!!  Once again I was so 

busy that by the time I got to the foodé.it was goneé.but I heard nothing but great comments about it.  So thank 

you to the Stokerõs for the great food.  Kirk and Terry Swanson gave a program on salt (see below) which was in-

formative.   We read the Pond tour report from Eda.  Tammy Cole shared that her pond finally cleared up thanks 

to the Ultima II that she installed.  She is now enjoying more time around the pond since she can see the fish.  I 

shared a favorite product of mine called PondZyme.  It is a beneficial bacteria additive that I use for start up and 

maintain during summer to keep the pond running clear and muck free.  And Shirley Nichols thanked the club for 

loaning out an emergency tank and supplies to her so she could fix the leaks in her pond.  She thanked me for 

transporting the tank and supplies to her as quick as I could.  She is happy to have the leaks gone and the pond up 

and running again.  Someone( sorry forgot to write down in my notes who it was ) mentioned that the library at 

Haanõs Water Gardens is now open, but you better call ahead because Loretta has been sick.   

I forgot to meantion at last monthõs meeting that Renee Ottsman had volunteered to be the Vice President.  The 

board took a vote and Renee is now our Vice President!  A huge thank you to Marilyn Swanson for hanging in 

there for us the last five months, youõre a trooper! 

Holy cow!  I may get to the point at the meetings, but I can ramble on in the newsletter! J  I am looking forward to 

seeing the Grantõs pond this month and seeing you all there!  I am hoping that we will have some Pond Tour tick-

ets there to sell, so you donõt have to try to find a place.  Donõt forget those extra plants and your magazine swaps. 

Your rambling president, 

Cherie Kain 

OH P.S. - I tried to find the answer to if Hornwort was outlawed now in Californiaé..I couldnõt find anything.  I 

havenõt ordered this yearõs bunches for the lily ponds yet, will let you know if they allow me to purchase them this 

year. 

 



Coming Events 

June 20th- Pond Tour 09ô  

 

July 18th 10am- July meeting at the Turnerôs Pond  

ñKoi Food Options and how to make your ownò 

 

Aug 15th 10am- August meeting at the Laubinôs Pond 

ñCommon illness & treatmentò 

 

 

Classifieds 
 

Donôt forget to send the information to Jill Jones or Cherie Kain for any objects 

you want added into our Classifieds in the monthly newsletter. 
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May Koi of the Month  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Asagi  

The Asagi koi is one of the oldest varieties of koi and has provided the basis for many subsequent 

varieties. Its back is covered in a net-like reticulated scale pattern of indigo, navy blue or pale blue. The 

light blue head should be clear and unblemished. The base of the pectoral fins, tail fin, stomach and gill 

plates is a deep orange or red color. 

The scales on the back have whitish base and thus collectively give an appearance of meshes of a 

net.  

The important viewing points are conspicuously vivid appearance of the meshes and light blue, 

spotless head region. However, as they age, black spots often appear in the head region and Hi (red) on 

the belly tend to climb up reaching as far as the back.  

I think these are one of the more stunning koi varieties.  I have only ever seen one of these in real 

life and it was a beauty at Champion in San Jose. 

Koi of the Month 


